
About eight years ago Jesse White became a barber. He goes by Jess Ya Barber. White has 
bounced from barbershop to barbershop. Now that he has a steady job, he and his friend 
Rasai Harper, decided to give back to the community he loves. Jess Ya Barber went to 
Saratoga Springs High School. He also attended Maple Avenue middle school and Lake 
Avenue elementary school. On Saturday they’ll cut homeless people’s hair at the patio of the 
Ice House from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

“The inspiration behind it was, I’m downtown a lot. I shake hands and hug a lot of people 
that own businesses. A lot of my clients own businesses around the town. I used to have 
people come up to me, and [ask for] some change,” said White. “I did what I could at the time 
but around that time I was kind of struggling myself and I couldn’t do much, but I felt like I 
wanted to do something more when I had a better chance to.” 

White reached out to Shelters of Saratoga about hosting an event centered on providing 
haircuts for the homeless. 

“The individuals that are going to benefit from this event, which is great, it gives them a new 
outlook and confidence in life even if it’s temporary,” said Rosemary Riedhammer of Shelters 
of Saratoga. “I think that it shows a great gesture of the community to come together and 
want to do this for individuals that are in need of our services, so I think it’s great for our 
community to show how we can come together and be supportive.” 

White and Harper will provide the haircuts, but that’s not the only thing that’s free Saturday. 
Customers will also receive free sandwiches from an anonymous donor. 2 West Bar and 
Grille donated apples and chips to include in the bags for customers to take after receiving 
their haircut. 

“The support from the community has been unreal. I just am so appreciative to the people 
whether they wanted to remain unanimous or not, which is fine,” said White. “I just know 
there was a lot of love coming from Saratoga when I decided to actually have this event.” 

About 50 T-shirts will be handed out donated by E & A Custom T-shirts in Ballston Spa. 

The name of the event, Keeping Toga Fresh, was an easy choice. 

“Keeping Toga Fresh is something I just came up with. As long as I’ve been cutting hair that 
was my slogan: come through, get fresh. I like to get people fresh,” said Jesse. “So then after 
awhile I slept on it and I woke up and I was like, Keeping Toga Fresh. Let’s Keep Toga Fresh, 
and I ran with it.” 

It’s not just homeless individuals who can get haircuts for free on Saturday. 

“I’m also reaching out to children from lower-income housing. Kids that can’t really afford 
haircuts I would love them for them to come and get haircuts,” said Jesse. “Anybody that 
pretty much is struggling or whatever and having issues in Saratoga, whatever it may be 
maybe this might shine some light and make them have a better day.” 

Riedhammer said Keeping Toga Fresh is a beautiful gesture. 

“It gives you a lot of hope and we definitely love to see people come together in support of 
each other. It’s something that we see a lot of every day, especially in the Saratoga 
community, so it’s great,” said Riedhammer. “It’s nice to see the business owners get 
involved, as well, just to give people a boost of confidence. It just does so much for your 
psyche, so we’re excited about it and we’re happy that the community is so giving in this 
way.” 

DJ A R Dollar will provide some top-40 hits, while Shelters of Saratoga hand out educational 
pamphlets. 



“It’s important to make that connection with the community and be able to reach as many 
people as possible to educate them about how we are servicing those people, so I think it’s a 
win-win for everyone,” said Riedhammer. “If we can educate one or two people then it’s 
helpful along the way.” 

White’s girlfriend, Tina Oriano, helped inspire him to follow through on his goal of providing 
haircuts for the homeless. 

“I know what it’s like to have difficulties and struggles or not being able to find a job. Now I 
can say God bless, I have a job today and things are a lot more easier than they used to be for 
me...it breaks my heart that there are other people out there struggling,” said White. “...It 
doesn’t matter if I get paid, my payment is basically people feeling better about themselves.” 

	


